Spring 2013 
PROFESSOR: Name:
Antoinette Plogstedt
Office:

I do not have an office at the college
E-mail:
aplogstedt@valenciacollege.edu
Phone number:
407-902-5226- This is my cell phone.
Office hours (also by Appointment):
I am available after each class
COURSE: 
Civil Litigation II, PLA 2223
CRN:
23757-201220
Credit:
3
Prerequisite(s) and Co-requisite(s):
A minimum grade of “C” in PLA 2203
Meeting places and times:
Mondays and Wednesdays 8:30 a.m.; East Campus
COURSE OUTCOMES:  
1. At the completion of this course, students should be able to assist an attorney in pre-trial preparation, including  discovery and settlement.

2. At the completion of this course, students should be able to assist an attorney at trial.

3. At the completion of this course, students should be able to assist an attorney in post trial matters.

4. At the completion of this course, students should be able to explain the ethical considerations that arise in trial 
practice.

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS: 
Civil Litigation, 6th Edition, Kerley, Hames & Sukys, Delmar Cengage Learning (2012)  Florida Rules of Civil Procedure
Florida Small Claims Rules

Florida Rules of Judicial Administration

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar

Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure

Florida Evidence Code

thefloridabar.org
ninthcircuit.org
ASSESSMENT METHODS AND EVALUATION: 
Calculation of final grade:   
Your final course grade will be based on the following Criteria:






Written Assignments
30%





  
Quiz 1



10%






Quiz 2



10%

Mid-Term Examination  
25%






         
           Final Examination  

25%

Grading Scale:


90 – 100% = A


80 – 89%   = B


70 – 79%   = C


60 – 69%   = D


Below 60% = F

Type of final:  A student who fails to take the final examination or complete all coursework may receive the final course grade earned, unless the professor elects to assign the student a grade of "I" The final exam is required.  A student will be assigned a grade of 0 for failing to take the final examination and for any missing coursework and quizzes, unless it  is an optional assignment.

NO-SHOW PROCEDURE

Any student who does not attend class prior to the start of the no-show reporting period for each part of term will be withdrawn by the instructor as a no-show.  This will count as an attempt in the class, and students will be liable for tuition.  If your plans have changed and you will not be attending this class, please withdraw yourself through your Atlas account during the drop period for this part of term. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES ATTENDANCE
Classroom attendance and punctuality are vital to academic success.  If you miss a class, you must contact a classmate to get the notes you missed. Students who do not maintain regular attendance may be withdrawn by the professor, unless other arrangements have ben made with the professor. 
Missing the equivalent of more than three weeks of classes for any reason, other than absences excused in accordance with Valencia’s policies or in cases of documented emergencies, is excessive and a basis for withdrawal. 
WITHDRAWAL: .   Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W. A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.   See Important Dates below for the Withdrawal Deadline for your part of term A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”.  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F”.   For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 6Hx28:4-07, please go to:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/  .
IMPORTANT DATES:   

Full Term: Classes begin Jan 7. Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 15.  No Show reporting period Jan 16-25.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is 11:59 p.m. Mar 22.  Classes end Apr 21.  Final Exams held Apr 22-28.
H1 Term: Classes begin Jan 7.  Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 15.  No Show reporting period Jan 16-25.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Feb 8. Classes end Feb 27. Final Exams held on last class period.

TWJ Term: Classes begin Jan 7.  Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 15.  No Show reporting period Jan 16-25. Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Feb 22. Classes end Mar 24. Final Exams held on last class period.

TWK Term: Classes begin Feb 11.  Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Feb 18.  No Show reporting period Feb 19-28. Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Apr 5.  Classes end Apr 28. Final Exams held on last class period.

H2 Term: Classes begin Feb 28.  Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Mar 13.  No Show reporting period Mar 14-23. Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Apr 12.  Classes end Apr 28.  Final Exams held on last class period.

Credit Classes Do Not Meet:  Jan 21 Dr. Martin Luther King Day (College Closed), Feb 8 Learning Day, Mar 4-10 Spring Break (College Closed).
See College calendar for important dates and final exam schedule at  http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar .
Due Dates for ALL Homework/Projects/Assignments are the start of class.   

Any student not able to attend class is required to provide the professor with his/her completed assignment by e-mail prior to the start of class.  Any work assigned not received by the professor by the start of class will be considered “late” for purposes of grading.  Assignments not turned in within five (5) calendar days, as noted below, are considered “missing” and will receive a grade of “0” zero.  You do NOT need permission to r e-mail documents to the professor.

MAKE-UP POLICY: No make-up exams are available without explicit consent of the professor and will only be granted in the case of a documented emergency.  Written assignments may be turned in “late” at a penalty of 10% per calendar day.  If you are turning in an assignment late, you will need to e-mail me the assignment in order to time stamp when it was completed, and then print it out and turn it in at our next class session.  Once a written assignment is more than five (5) calendar days  late, the assignment will not be accepted and the student will receive a “0” for a missing assignment.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states “group project.”  Any act of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with Valencia policy as set forth in the Student Handbook and Catalog.]
COLLEGE POLICIES:  A full description of all College policies can be found in the College Catalog at http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/ ; Policy Manual at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/ ; and the Student Handbook at http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm .
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
OFFICE OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES INFORMATION:  Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  

East Campus Bldg. 5, Rm. 216 Ph: 407-582-2229 Fax: 407-582-8908 TTY: 407-582-1222

West Campus SSB, Rm. 102 Ph: 407-582-1523 Fax: 407-582-1326 TTY: 407-582-1222

Osceola Campus Bldg. 1, Rm. 140A Ph: 407-582-4167 Fax: 407-582-4804 TTY: 407-582-1222

Winter Park Campus Bldg. 1, Rm. 212 Ph: 407-582-6887 Fax: 407-582-6841 TTY: 407-582-1222

DISCLAIMER: Changes may be made at the discretion of the instructor.
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND/OR LABS:
Week 1:  January  7 & 9 
Introduction and Brief Review (pleadings, motions, jurisdiction); Professionalism and Ethics
Read:  Chapter 8:  Overview of the Discovery Process, AND,  Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.280 – 1.390, AND Appendix A, Text

Read :  Chapter 9:  Depositions 

Week 2:  January 14 & 16 

The Discovery Process & Depositions; Motion for Protective Order

Week 3:  January 21 (holiday: school closed) and January 23

January 23: Quiz #1 (Chapters 8 & 9) 
The Discovery Process & Depositions;  
Read: Chapter 10
Week 4:
January 28 & 30 
Paralegal’s Role During and After Oral Deposition; Deposition Outlines/Digests
Chapter 10: Interrogatories; Drafting, Objecting; 
Chapter 11 Physical and Mental Examinations
Assignment 1: Due February 4;

Read: Chapter 11
Week 5:  February  4 & 6
Continuation of Chapters 10 & 11

Read: Chapter 12
Week 6:  February 11 & 13 
Chapter 12;  Requests for Documents; Drafting and Responding, Objections,
Chapter 13: Request for Admission
Assignment : Due February 18th
Week 7:  February  18 & 20
Continuation of Chapters 12 and 13
Read: Chapter 13
Week 8:  February 25 & 27
Feb 25-Mid-Term Review (Chapters 8-13)
Feb 27: Mid Term

Week 9:  March 4 & 6 – No Class: Spring Break

Week 10:  
March 11 & 
March 13
Chapter 14 Settlement, Dismissals and ADR;  
Read Chapter 14, AND Read Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.490, 1.700 - .730, 1.800 - .830
Read: Chapter 15
Week 11:   March 18 & 20

Chapter 15 – Trial Techniques
Read Fla. R. Civ. P.  1.420 – 481, 1.500 - .525, 1.610, Forms 1.980, 1.983 – .986, 1.988 - .996.  

Assignment 3
Week 12:  March  25 & 27

Chapter 15
Week 13:  April 1 & 3

April 3: Quiz on Chapters 14 and 15

Chapter 16 
Week 14:  April 8 & 10

Chapter 16 Post Trial Practice 
Assignment 4
Week 15:  April 15 & 17

Continuation of Chapter 16 Post Trial Practice; Review for Final Examination
Week 16:
April 22-No Class



April 24- 
FINAL EXAM, 7:00 – 9:30 am



(Cumulative: Chapters 8-16)
1

